
Access Talent Search online at: 
www.jeffstateonline.com/talent_search_program/ 

Is my school part of Jefferson State’s  
Talent Search?  

 
The following schools are targeted for recruitment: 
 
 Daniel Payne Middle  Carver High  
 Erwin Middle Erwin High 
 Hudson Middle Hayes High 
 Huffman Middle Huffman High 
 Inglenook Middle Tarrant High 
 Martha Gaskins Middle  Woodlawn High 
 Ossie Ware Mitchell Middle (Banks) 
 Putnam Middle  
 Smith Middle  
 Tarrant Middle 
  
Students from other schools in Jefferson County may 
apply. 

I’m in middle school. How will Talent 
Search help me?  

 
You may think you are too young to begin 
preparing for college; think again. At the 
beginning of each school year, you start with a 
review of material that you covered the 
previous year. From that point you encounter 
new information that builds upon prior learning. 
As you gain new knowledge, you are better 
prepared for the next level. Talent Search will 
provide assistance through tutoring, guidance 
and encouragement that will help you move 
from one level to the next. 

I am in high school. How will Talent 
Search help me?  

 
You have made it to high school and now the 
next step is college. How will you ever get 
there?  That is where Talent Search steps in, 
but first you must maintain good grades in high 
school and pass the exit exam. Talent Search 
offers career counseling, exit exam preparation, 
preparation for college entrance tests, financial 
aid information for college, as well as providing 
students with the opportunity to tour college and 
university campuses.   

What do we do?  
 
The ETS program staff identifies qualified 
individuals with the potential for education at 
the college level. Program participants are 
provided services based on their needs.  
Services include assistance for completing 
middle and high school, as well as choosing an 
academic major and enrolling in college.  
Assistance is offered through career and 
academic counseling services, tutoring, test 
preparation, career assessment, seminars, and 
workshops.  ETS will also assist participants in 
obtaining information and applying to the 
college of their choice and completing the 
applications for federal and institutional 
financial aid.  

What is Talent Search?  
 
Educational Talent Search (ETS) program is an 
educational outreach program funded by the 
U.S. Department of Education.  It is designed to 
motivate and support students in grades 6 
through 12 who have the potential to succeed 
in college.  

Who is eligible?  
 
You may be eligible if: 
 
¨ You are a U.S. citizen; 
¨ You are 11 to 18 years of age, completed 

at least five years of school, you are 
enrolled in a school in Jefferson County or  
City of Birmingham;   

¨ Your household income meets guidelines 
established by the U.S. Department of 
Education; 

¨ You are a potential first-generation college 
student. Neither parent (natural or 
adoptive) or legal guardian has received a 
bachelor’s degree; 

¨ You have a learning or physical disability 
covered under the Americans with 
Disabilities Act. 



What else can I do to prepare myself, or 
if I am a parent, to prepare my child for 

college?  
 
Be knowledgeable! Find out the number of credit 
hours required by your high school to meet 
graduation requirements. 
 
Study! Take advantage of after-school tutoring, State 
High School Exit Examination preparation, and ACT 
preparation.   
 
Remember! Most public four-year colleges and 
universities require that public school students pass 
the State Exit Exam, have an overall 2.5 grade point 
average, and score at least an 18 on the ACT or 870 
on the SAT entrance examination to meet admission 
requirements.  
 
Establish Good Study Habits!  Set aside an hour of 
study time each night.  Study for 20-25 minutes, then 
take a five minute break and resume studying for an 
additional 20-25 minutes.  Have a parent, sibling, or a  
friend test your knowledge. 

How can I receive a  
Talent Search application?  

 
Parents and students interested in Talent Search 
may contact the Educational Talent Search Office 
(ETS) at 205-856-7996 or email the Talent Search 
Office Manager, Lee Eshenbaugh, at 
ceshenbaugh@jeffstateonline.com.  An application 
may also be picked up in the ETS Office in Lurleen 
Wallace Hall, Room 247.  

ETS Staff  
 

Educational Programs Coordinator:  
 Dr. Tamara Payne, (205) 856-7767 

 
Career Counselor:  

Ashley Chambers, M.Ed. (205) 856-7839 
 

Office Manager:  
Lee Eshenbaugh, (205) 856-7996 

 
Project Director: Dr. Linda Hooton 

 
Obj:1a, b; 2a, d, e 
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Jefferson State Community College follows equal opportunity admission policies and 
employment practices.  College facilities are accessible to the handicapped.  

Jefferson State Community College’s Educational Talent Search Program is federally 
funded by the U.S. Department of Education. 
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